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This pro'gf%a\n; 1sdoctr1nal]ybased and is suitﬁblg_ for Sunday school, midweek gathering and as an
extension of Goc')'gl}Ne-f\I\;S_Béérs. It has been developed by the Foursquare Christian Education

Department [ hél_p mcct the of middleschoolers, giving a spiritial BASE upon which to grow.

OUR OBJECTIVE: A growing knowledge of God the F;the;‘, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit and a genuine personal response is the heart of this program.
“Shoto me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide e in yoyr TRUTH and teach e,

Jor you are God ury Savior, and my hope is in you all day Iuné.” -Psalm 25:4,5

The Hebrew word for TRUTH in Psalm 25:4.5 is ‘emet (eh-metl) and means certainty. stability,
rightness, trustworthiness (Strong’s Concordance #571). Truth is something upon which a pergSon nay
confidently stake his life. Curiously, ‘emet is spelled with the first, middle and last letters of [he
ITcbrew alphabet; thus the rabbis concluded that truth upholds the first and the last ol God’s Cfﬁaliun, and
everything in between {adapred from the Spirit-Filled Tife Bible, note on Psalm 25:5). s

“Knowledge is power.”” The more TRUTH a person learns, the better equipped he,.-(")f'. she is to face future
growth and changes. We believe this is true with the next generation of Christians being brought upin the
church. The more these kids learn aboul who they are in Jesus and the life pfihciples He has taught, the betler
equipped they will be to face the trials of this present world and to develpp"'.a strong foundation for the future.

To reach our objective, Baseline lessons have been designed Lo jru'giudc all or most of the following:
Lesson Aims 1o help the leader meet teaching objzé{ives.
Declaration of Faith to appreciate our deneminational heritage.
Teaching Tip (o better understand the nqedg of our kids.
Key Verse (or memorization or reinlorcement.

Group Interaction activity to.promote social interaction and teamwork.

fa_in biblical and church terminology.

foriextended times or two-week projects.
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Spiritual & Emotional

Children at this age are becoming spiritua"y

sehsitive. [t is a prime age for indoctrination.

They are easi|y embarrassed by public disp|ays of

emotion or sentimentahty,

They are capal:>|e of taking on responsi'oihty, but
could be overwhelmed l:>y too much responsibihty

at home or at school.

They have a sense of humor that should be

encouraged anc] channe|ec]A

This age group needs lots of encouragement and

spiritua| guidanca

= ~

~ Social

-
¥ Childten need a sense of l:>e|onging. They strive to

be part of a group, club or gang. They are l:)eginning to

deve|op organizationa| skills.

They are “hero-worshipers" and need positive
role-models. However, they will challenge authority

figures.

Discipline should be consistent, private and fair. Da nat
over-react to comments or gestures. Do not threaten or

give ultimatums. Show God's unconditional love.

This is a good age to begin service projects. This could
include: he|ping with a church mai|ing, serving at a pot|ucl<,
or visiting the e|der|y peop|e in your church who can't get

around easi|y.

Physical

Children at this age are growing rapic”y. They have
alot of energy and like to make noise. They enjoy

doing more difficult and competitive activities.

Some are physica”y maturing more than others,
which can cause self-consciousness or embarrassing
remarks from other children. You can intermix l:)oys
and gir|s, however, they still prefer gender-based

activities.

Mental

This age group has a strong sense of facts and figures.
Most are very literal. However, some are drawn to

fantasy or science fiction.

They like to collect things: sports cards, coins, stuffed

ahima|s, ete.

Children are de\/e|oping |ogica| reasoning, as well as

persona| beliefs and apinions.

They want to please, but are easi|y discouraged or
will lose interest if pressured. Challenge and praise

constant|y.




1at are the needs of
Junior Hi

ey

Z

Spiritual & Emotional

ighers?

Junior highers are becoming spiritua”y sensitive.

T|1ey need to be taught a faith that is practica| far

what they are experiencing. They are also moving

away from their parent’s faith and developing their Mental
own. This age group has a strong sense of facts and figures.
Junior highers are capaHe of real thinkingA

They can have doubts about Christiahity as they
are |Dol<ing for the ideal (especia"y in other peop|e's They will question autl']ority and often make quick
thoughts and actions). judgements.

Junior highers can have intense and Huctuating They are very imaginative and are interested in
emotions. adventure and discovery.

They often feel misunderstood by adults and peers Junior highers have a strong sense of humor.
and want peop|e to listen to them, not a|ways talk \ ;
to them.

This age group needs lots of enhcouragement and

spiritua| guidance_ (_
»

Social

Physical

Kids at this age are growing rapid L \/

than boys. Junior highers are also undergoing

unior highers need a sense of be|ongingA They strive

e part af a group, club or gang.

hormonal changes which may cause moodiness. They want to be adults therefore desires to be
They have a lot of energy, but also have periods of ihdependent of adults.
fatigue.

They are usua"y self-conscious and some of their socia

Some are physically awkward which can cause problems reflect their sexual development.

self-eonsciousness or embarrassing rematks from

others. They have a strong sense of |oya|ty,

yD'.J can intermix boys anc] gir|s in teaching ahd They are |DD|<ihg FDI’ 4 role-modelA ShDW GDE])S uncoh-

ditional love.

activities.

Be fun-loving and let them know you enjoy their company.




CHURCH FOUNDATIONS

Holy Communion
Water Baptism

Tithes and Offerings
Time and Talent
Missions

Missions Service Project
Personal Evangelism
Warfare Prayer

9. Church Relationships
10. Church: Service Project
11. Civil Government

12. Worship
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LIFE FOUNDATIONS

. How 10 Study the Bible
- Armor of God {I)
_Armor of God (II)

. Discerning the New Age
. Anger

. Stress

. Recovery

. Judging Othets

9. Forgiveness

10. Relationships (1 John)
11. Friendship

12. What's in a Name?

13. Fruit of the Spitit

= R B e

jwal

Fun & Games/Celebrations

Seasohal Lessons: Fun Nights:

Advent Classicmovienight
Lent Skatehoarding night
Passover fi
Independerce Day
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LESSON AIM To knoiw the Bible is God’s Word.
To recognize the personal need for God's Word.
To learnt how 1o use God’s Word.

KEY VERSE “Bult these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of
God; and that belieoing you may have life in his name.” John 20:31 (NKJV)

=

DECLARATION !
OF FAITH

he Bible is right morally ahd spiritually Myer Pearlman reminds us,

‘The Bible has worked. It has influenced civilizations, transformed lives,
brought light, inspiration and comfort to millions. And its work continues.’
Man asks: Who am I? From where did I come? Where am I going? What
about immeortality, Heaven, Hell, judgement, eternity? What does Man know,
what can he know apart from the Bible? 1 Thessalonians 2:13 declares, We
thank God continually because when you received the Word of God, which
you heard from us, you accepted it hot as the word of men, but as it actually

ITEMS NEEDED  Fibles/pencily/paper

Prepared scavenger hunt list (see page 2)
Pholocopies of “Gelttng 1o Know Youy Bible” (master provided)



1) Write two or more lists of fen objects each. The objects should be found
in the room that you are in, ov on the kids in the group. Some of the items
should be vague and some specific. Here are a few suggestions:

some thing blue eye-glasses with brown frames
friangle-shaped object something lo faslen things loge ther
a4 guarter red ink pen

2) Break the group into two or more even leams.

Scavenger Huni 3) Allow about 5-10 minutes for the “hunt.” When they are done, lead e
kids nlo the following discussion

Asyou were looking for the ilems on your lists, did you notice that some
things were specific and you knew exactly what to look for and other
things were vague and you weren’'t sure what you would find?

When you read your Bible, you know exactly how to find some verses
such as John 3:16. However, would you know where to look if you need-
ed to find a verse about prayer?

Do you believe the Bible tells us the truth?

Do you believe the Bible is valuable to us today? Explain your opinion.

INVESTIGATION Itmight surprise you lo know what your kids know and what they have
eenexposed to!Let’s find out how much you ackually know about the

Bible. . .Break the kids into small groups or if the group of kids is small
R CR7 HANDOUT make two teams for this meesiigation. Dislribule pholocopies of Gelling
to Know Your Bible, Allow about 10 minutes for the kids fo discover just
how much they really know about the Bible. Keep this activity fun but
make mental notes of the answers different kids give. You will want to
incorporate some of their responses into the lesson as you transition to the
mstruction hme.

oo

The Bible is God's Word © Timoy 316

The Bible is still considered the greatest book ever written. Many great
scholars consider the Bible to be a very important picce of literature. It
contains great historical facts, poetry, songs and good advice. Howcever,
the most important thing about the Bille is thut it is God’s Word for us!
Reading it helps us to know what we should do to please God, to live for
Him, and how we know our Savior, Jesus Christ, Read and discuss John
20:31

The Bible is veferrved to as the “Holy” Bible because it came from God. He
put the words and thoughts in the minds of men who wrole il. God in-
spirved (guided, guve und showed) these wmen to wrile what they did. With-
outl God's help and direction, their writing would nol be able lo help us
todoy. Forby different men wrole the Bible over a period of 2,000 years.



The Meed for (God's Word {Psalm 11911}

The Blble is absolutely true. The Lord Jesus, ina prayer to His Heavenly
Father, suid .. Your word is truth.” (John 17:17) Also, God cannot lie
(Titus 1.2). God’s Word shows us how we should live.

Think ubou!l when you will be 0ld enough o drive a car. There are tiwo
tests you will take: the writlen test and the driving test. If you haven’t
read the driver’s manual how will you pass e lests? How can you know
the vules of the roud ? Would you want to dvive on the sume voud us
someone who didn't know the rules or with a driver unwilling lo follow
direchons?

The story below is provided to help you create a scenario which will drive
home the point of how important the Bible is in our cveryday life. Try to
read through the story scoeral times in order to tell it o the kids without
reading it. This story can be a great discussion starter about the value of
the Bible in our hoes.




The Bible shows us the way to live. It shows us how to live peace-

Sful ives, no matter what our circumstances are. The Bible gives us
BRINGING the rules we should obey that will lead us in the right divection. It
HOME THE ) leads us to the truth of Jesus Christ, God’s Son.

TRUTFH

Use a chalkboard, overhead projector or whiteboard to make of list
of ways the kids will show how tmportant the Bible really is in their
hiwes. Encourage them to think prachically and specifically. Ideas
mightinclude. .

% lo read the Bible more oflen

% to treat the Bible with care and vespect

% 1o value whal God has said to me through His Word
% to encourage others to appreciate the Bible

“a to be more faitliful to study the Bible and what it says.

Holy Spirit Help Me Lead the kids in a prayer time when they might ask the Holy Spirit

to help them act according to the suggestions they have just made.

fust for the Fun of |

Conclude by encouraging the kids to take the “Getling To Know
Your Bible” guiz home with them and teshng their pavents on thetr
basic Bible knowledge.




fake fhis quiz
see how much
you aiready ¥now
about your Bible.
As other kids in you
group share thei
answers, you can
leam things you may
not have heard before.,
Gefting to know Gods
Word will help you
succeed in school,
make friends of peop\e
who will value youx
friendship, and maoke
choices which will briing
happiness to your \ife.

'ZEE_gb'o authored

How many books
are in the Bible?
(a) 105

(b) 57

{c) 66

(d) Two, the OId
Testament and

the New Testament

= What is the main
= teaching of the

= Bible?
Since the Bible was written
so long ago, is it out of touch
with your problems?
s What hooks in the Bible
------ tell about the life of Je-
sus?

(a) The Psalms

(b) The Maccabees
(c) The Prophets
(d) The Gospels




LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

Taken from
The spirit Filled Life Bible,
notes on Psalm 19:7

To appreciate the miraculous way the Bible was written.
To learn how to use the Bible mn everyday hife.
To experience the value of biblical medilation.

“The grass withers, the flowers fades, But the Word of God stands forcoer.”
Isaiah 40:8 NKJV

Supplies for The Bible's Right Game Show (see puge 2)

Bible/ pencils/ paper

Bible Dictionary (atleast one forevery fwo or three kids)

3x bindex cards with scrip fures veferences writlen on thew (page 3)

I

_gu,salm 19:7 says, “the law of the Lord is perfect.” This scripture is direct
reference to the absolute, complete and entire trustworthiness of the Holy
Scriptures, which constitute the Bible. The Word of God is perfect in its
accuracy and gure in its dependability. Two terms are generally used to
describe these features of God’s Word: 1) Inerrant (perfect) means that,
in the original copies of each manuscript written by each Bible book’s re-
spective author, there was nothing mistaken or tinged with error.

2) Infallible refers to the fact that the Bible is unfailing as an absolutely
trustworthy guide for our faith (belief in God) and practice (life and
behavior). This is so because God is true (John 3:33; 17:3) because

His Word reveals His truth (John 17:1%), and because God cannot lie
(Numbers 23:19; Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18).
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What You Will Need:

For this game you will need three seks of (h
1. Signs which say “Bible” and “Not Bible”
2. Sticky-tack oy tape for each card

3. Blank wall space foreach of the three te
4, Cards with the names (below) writlen o

21T cards
1ake these)

Romuns 2 5ilus eCians
Lumentations Malachi uteronomy
Judus Philemon thakk ik
Hezekinh Haggai ke

Nahum Numbers & 2 Phillip

Here's What To Do:

Before the kids arvive clear off three areas o
can stick theiv cards during the game. Divi
half sticking a sign over one half which say
half place a sign which says “Not Bible.”

vhere the feams
of wall space in
over the olher

ve them

of cards wilh

cap tain shek
correct heading,
ey want, help
ouch the wall
suntil one team

When the kids arvive, divide them inko Hivee
appoint g caplain for thetr leam. Give each

the numes as described above. At the signal
the names on the correct side of their wall sp
“Bible” or “Not Bible.” The team can cheer

with verbal divection as much as they want,
or cards, only the captain can do that, The g
successfully sticks the cards under the corre

Story Setting:

Tell the kids they ave going lo wrile a slory
other they have ever written. First give the
man was separated from his family at birth
effort to be reunited with his family.

il be like no
wnid: A young
nters around his

Activity:

Now provide pencils and paper. divide int
earshol range of each other) wilh these st
Introduction; Group #2 wrife the Story; Gi
Re-group later and have them read their pa
scctions “connect” with the rest of the story
Yet the Bible was writien by forty different
connects perfectly.

s (oulof

up #1 - wrile [he
e the Ending,

. Do thewr

ot much, if at all.
000 years, and



INSTRU ON

What's in the Bible

Thcuz are 06 books within the Bible. 39 books in the Old Testament
and 27 the New Testament, (One way to remember this is the
formula 3x 9=27). The Old Testument shares the promise of the
Savior, Jesus Christ. The New Testament shaves the fulfillment of
thut promise.

Asyou think about the story your leams just wrole, it is obvious
thatyou need one writer to make the details maich. For the Old
Testument prophecies to come brtie in the New Testament limes,
you realize thal the men writing the Bible had lo be God-inspired.

Why is it Important

God has revealed His master plan of salvation and acceptance in
the pages of the Bible. He hus also revealed principles to help us
lead more peaceful, God-pleasing lives. God’s Word makes il plain
thatwe need to respond to His divection by using the Bible in our
lives. We can use God’s Word by reading if, memorizing il, speak-
ing 1f, and meditabmg on ik

Read God’'s Word

We make our lives better when we read God’s Word. If we really
want our lives to be betier, we should read the Bible coery day.
We need to think about God’s Word because we become what we
think. The thoughts that we think are sure to come out in our ac-
Hons and in our words.

Memorize God's Word

The Bible is a Christian’s spivitual sword, we need to know it in
order to live on the winning side. Knowing God’s Word will help
us when we are afraid, it will help us make the right choices itn our
lives.




How to Practice Biblical Medization

How woul‘d you define "medilation?” Studenls wlho have been
exposed to popular forms of Eastern yeligions may think of
meditation as endless repetition of a mantra to induce an altered
state of consciousness, Its goalis to empty the mind.

However, the word meditation comes from the Hebrew word hagah
which means to veflect, to ponder, to contemplate something as you
repeat the words. Meditation involves the conscious mind and heart.
Itexpresses who God is and what is inside us. It is divected foward
God or about what God does for us.

Have the kids look up the following verses:

Psulim 1:2 (medilales day and night)
Psalm 119:15,16 (meditate ovt His Word)
Philippians 4.8 (medilale on what is true and of good report)

Psalm 35:28 (pmlsg all the da
Psalm 63:6

(God’s Vv rd, His LhLlTLlLtET His works, Our feelings toward God.)






LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

GROUP
INTERACTI

Wi You Genba® Calle

To understand what God is like.
To discover ways to know Him.

“Behold, God is my salvation. T will trust and not be afraid..” (Isaiah 12:2) NKJV

Bibles/ pencils/ paper
“What is God Like” word search przzle
Optional visual (See Teaching Tip)

Discussion Question: Inagine that you have been at a school activity.
Yoti've had fun but stayed too long talking with your friends. You missed
the last bus going toward your home. No one ¢lse is around and your
parenit(s) are not home. You only have enongh money for one phone call.

Who would you call for help? Why would you choose that person?

Be ready to modify questions of life application to relate to your particular kids’
needs. Inslead of viding a bus, they might be riding a bike thal broke dowm, or
they were walking and took a wrong streel.

Note: You will be discussing the ativibutes of God. Some of the words are
commonly used in “Christian teaching,” but may scem foreign to the kids, so we
are introdiicing thewm to this age group and explaining what they mean. Some of
your kids tnay also have had some negative teaching regarding God. Be prepared
to discuss sotme of their questions briefly.



INVESTIGATION

g 'Wh;aii is God
Realhy Like?

We are introduced to God in the very first verse of the Bible. “In the beginning
God created the heavens and the earth.” We know that God is the Creator
and the ruler of all things. But what is God like?

Pass out copies of the word search called "IWhat is God Really Like ?” After
allowing sufficient time for a majority of the group o finish the puzzle, be gin
discussing the medning of the traits/ attributes of God. As you discuss the
personality of God using the words from the next page, reinforce theiv learning
by asking them to relate the trait to 2 situation or experience i their lives.

{God is omnipresent. 17 Chronices 169
GaduisepeFifhere. He is not imited to being one place at any one time. We
have read comics about how Superman® can fly quickly from one place to
another, oras childven, we heard Hat Santa Claus would visit every household
in the world on Christinus eve. Aswe getolder we realize that these things
are not possible. But with God anything is possible ! He knows what you are
dealing with every day of your life. He knows what is happening at school, in
your home, or wherever you may be. Psalm 13912 says that even the darkness
ofnight canmot hide us from God.

God can see everything that happens to us.

2 o & @

@ﬁﬁg is omniscient. Hebrews 413 Psabn 1304

God knows everything. He knows every simgle thing about us. He knows
whatwe are feeling ut any moment. He knows whal we are thinking. The
dewvilis not able to read our minds, only God can. Becuatise God knows
everything.

God will help us handle our problems.

Gazﬁ is Q?ﬁﬁépﬁ%%ﬁﬁi, Rewelation I%6, [prewiiah 3207
God is powerful; He can do anything. Sometimes people blame God for bad
things that happen in their lives. Although God can do anything, He does not
lie (Hebrews 6:18). He does not sin nov does He muke people sin (James 113).

% & % 6

God is more powerful than any temptation.

God is immutable, 5w 507 Tones 107
God isunchanging and unchangeable! He does not need to change, He is per-
fect! His plans und purposes never changes. He will always keep a promise.
He will be with us through every situation.

God will never stop loving us.



TAKING HOME

ANSWER KEY

WHO'S THE GREATEST?

Give the kids an opportunity to list or share a problem or situation they
wish fo turn over to God. Ask kids the followmg gueshions and have them
write down their answers: What is the largest thing you have ever seen?
Who is the strongest person you have ever seen?l\,’huf is the most powerful
thing you have ever seen? What is the most beautiful thing you have ever
seen? Allow kids to share their answers. We have seen some nmazing things
bul nolhing compares lo God.

Pass out Bibles and pencils. Huve kids look up the following verses which
confirm God's awesome power: Duniel 2:21,23; Nehemiah 1:5,6;, Psalm 86
8-10: Psalm 104:24,25. Ask kids to read the verses aloud. Disciiss the power
of God and how it is shown in His creation. Alsy tell thcm to praise Him for
His goodness even before He answers thety need.
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WHAT 1s GOD REALLY LIKE?
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Using the word list below, complete the word search. Then match the word with its meaning:

Is God worth the personal saciifice to serve Him?

GOODNESS (Exodus 3319)

INFINITE {Psalm 1475)

OMNIPOTENT (Ravelation 19:6)
OMMIPRESENT (2 Chioniclss 16:9) :
OMNISUENT {Psclm 137:4. Hebrews 413)
ETERNAL {Deutsionomy 33.27) ::
SOVEREIGH {Psalm 24.7)

IMMUTABLE IHebrews 617

HOLY {Lewviticus 197)

JUET (1 John 19)

TRUE {Deutsmnomy 324

FATHER (Matthew 69, 2 Canthions 618}

Net: cotntedfat, ganuine

Ay hod oeen. clwoys will be

Llalimitad: no boundories

Kriows sverything

Gradous and compaszioncts

Henest, impartial. absolutaly fai in judgemsnt
Prosent everywhere ot the same time
Resigning in total zontrl

Allpowedful. copakls of doing the impozsible
Without zin: perfed

Ilnchanging. campletely dspandabls

Will do whiot He promisec




The

SOMNALITY

LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE
ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

Y \SpiPill

To understand that the Holy Spirit is a person and part of the Godhead.
To learn the personality traits of the Holy Spirit.

“And I will pray the Father mmd He will give you another Helper, that He may abide
with you forever — . "(John 14:16) NKJV

Cards for pussword game (see below)
Photocopies of What the Holy Spivit Does (Master Provided).

i N

11: is by the Holy Spirit that every person is brought into the knowledge
of Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. And by Him also do Christians grow
in grace, knowledge and power. The realization that the Holy Spirit is a
person, who is with us always, will have a tremendous effect upon our daily
Christian lives—an effect that a mere power or influence could never exert.
It is one thing to believe in His presence ahd quite another to be actually
conscious of it at all times. Let us believe and realize that the Holy Spirit is
a friend who is ever at our side to help in every time of need. Were the Holy
1 Spirit not a person this blessing could not be ours, for there is no comfort,
consolationh, assurance or rest except through personality. There can be ho

gpiritual communion apart from n
P P personality.

GROUP =
INTERACTION

Password

Bascd vn a past game show called Password?. Setup three teams of two fo
fourpeople. Give one person a card wilth one of the following words printed
ot 1k

Will Intellect Emotion

Make sure that no one clse sces the word. Using one-word chics they must
help define the word on the card. The team then bries to guess the word.
The team is cltarged one point for every clue that must be given for Hie team
to guess the word. The team with the least munber of points wins,
EXAMPLE: Word card = intellect. Chies could be think, smurt, etc.

Discussion: Carn a pevson exisl withoul using these personalily rails?
Car a pevson have velationships without these trails?



_ The Holy Spirvit is the third person of the Godhead. Theve is no scripture
INSTRU TION that uses the words “Trinity” ov “Godhead,” but rather several scriptures
kA e that relate to the Godhead and the velationship of the Holy Spirit to the

TIME Trintty.

In fhe Pourflt Century, the Weshminster Confession was writlen as o
reformation creed to complement biblical undevstanding of the Tri-Unity of
God. It reads as follows:

"There is but one living aond frue God - In the unity of the Goo-
head there are three persons of one sulbstance, powel, and eter-
nity — God the Father, God the Son; and God the Holy Spitit, The
Father is one, neither begotten of proceeding; the Son is etermnally
begotten of the Father;, the Holy Ghost etethally proceeding from
the Father and the Son,”

Though it may defy our firll understanding, accepting and appreciating
the Trinity is 2 foundational stone of our Christian faith. The word
“Trinity” means three in one. We have only one God, but He makes Himself
known in the three Persons of the Godhead. You have heard of God the
Father, and God the Son. We will now learn about God, the Holy Spirit, the
third peyson of the Trinity.

Three things are contamed in the vealm of a pevsonalily: will, inlellect
and emolbion. We talked about these i1 our group intevaction. In this
sense we were tade in the image of God. A person is a being who can be
approdched, trusted or doubled, loved ov hated, adoved ov tnsulted. Tt is
hard to think of the Holy Spirvit as a personality because we have been
accustomed to thinking of a personality as a human being with physical
characteristics. Yel our bodies ave not our pervsonalities. Our personalily is
made up of how we choose or act, how we think, and how we feel The
personality of the Holy Spirit is made up of how He thinks, how He acts,
and how He feels.

F R
s

««.«i: The Holy Spirit Has an Intellect 1 Corinthians 2:10,11
Intellect is the ability to think and renasown. Since God is all knowing, the Holy
Spirit has a mind, thus He possesses knowledge. 1 Corinthians 2:10,11 says
“God hath vevealed them unto us by his Spivit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea,
the deep things of God. For whal wan knoweth the things of a man, save the spivil of
than which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no wan, but the spirit of
God.”

The Living Bible says “But we know about these things because God has sent his
Spiril lo lell us, and his Spiril searches oul and shows us all of God’s deepesi secrels.
No one can really know what anyone else is thinking, or what he is really like, except
that person himself. And 1o one can know God's thoughts except God’s own Spirit.”



In otherwords, we as humans ave imperfect and limited in intelligence,
therefore, we are limited in understunding the full purpose of God. Howewver,
since the Holy Spirit is God He understands the full purpose of God. For this
reason the Holy Spiril has beewn gioen lo the Chrislian (o lead him or her inlo a
greater undevstanding of God’s will for our lives.

PR
e

» «» ;. The Holy Spirit Has Feelings Ephesians 4:30
The Holy Spiril is 2 divine person. He loves us. Notonly does He love us,

He creales that same love in the hearts of Christians. He has cowme fo leach

us o love that is perfect, He has come to teach us that God loves us. Becauise
He is God, He veveals to us God’s love. As we become more knowledgeable
about God and His Word, the growing Christian will learn to luve in a similar
manner because of the presence of the Spirit. Romans 816 stales "The Spirit
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.”

Because the Holy Spirit has feelings, we can also grieve Him by our unloving
or sinful actions. Ephesians 4:25-30 talks about our actions and not gricving
the Holy Spiril. Think aboul someone you really love and cave about How
would you feelif they ignoved you, said bad things about you, or did sowe-
thing that hurf your feelings? It is the same way wilth the Holy Spirit, we can
hurt Him by ignoring what He says to us, doing something that is against
what the Bible tells us, oy telling people He doesn’t matiey.

Should we hurl someone who loves us?

oo« dii The Holy Spirit Has a Will 1 Corinthians 12:11
We have concluded thal the Holy Spiril can think and feel. Because of His
wisdom and love, the Holy Spirit knows and will CHOOSE when and how
to bless us and our church family with the proper spivitual gifts at the Hme
we need them. In 1 Covinthians 12:171 says that the Holy Spirit will distribute
to each person spiritual ¢ifts as He wills. In verses 7- 10 those gifts include
speaking in another tongue, the inteypretation of that spoken tongue, the gift
of prophecy, the ministry of healing, working of miracles, the gift of faith, the
discernment of spirits, the word of knowledge and the word of wisdom.

Please remember, that if the Holy Spirit is the one in charge, that whatever
takes place in the church will always bring attention to Jesus Christ. If at-
tention is drawn lo an individual, then the Holy Spirit is nol controlling the
sttuation, See 1 John 4.2

The realization that the Holy Spivit is @ person, who is with us always, will
have a tremendous effect upon our daily Christian lives. It is one thing to
believe in His presence and another to be aware of Him at all times. Let us be-
lieve and realize that the Holy Spirit is a friend who is ever al our side to help
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ALTERNATE
ACTIVITY

What The H by
Spirit Does ©

us anytime, all the time. If the Holy Spirit is a person, and part of the
Gudhead, then we should love and worship Him. Worship is nothing
unless it is divected toward a worthy being.

You can only worship personality.

How would you prove the Holy Spiritis God? Break the group into
groups and proeide them wilh lwo ov three of the following scriplure
re ferences to look up. How would thal scriplure apply to a situation
i1t their lives?

Genesis 1.26; Genesis 3:22; Matthew 316, 17, Matthew 2818; Luke
11:15; 2 Peter 1.21

Hand out photocopies of “What the Holy Spirit does” Then dis-
cuss the fact that the Holy Spirifis a personality who has a ministry
to complete. These six personal acts, which the Bible ascribes to the
Holy Spirit, are conclusive proof of His personality. Only a personal-
ity of the highest order could be credited with this kind of abaility and
power. However, it is important to not only be aware of the ministry
of the Holy Spiril, but to also be a part of His ministry.

Answers for page:

Teach us what God wanls us lo know/ Bring us o Jesus Chrisl.
He will veveal the truth. He will speak truth.

Proves Jesus is from God.

Help us to pray when we do not know what to say.

Conwvicts 1s of our sin.

Inspired those who wrote the Bible,

Helps us to know we belong to God.

SO o

~ =
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o CAN |-|Elp you this week:




WHO IS HE? WHY IS HE 80 IMPORTANT? WHAT CAN BE KNOWN OF
HIM?

To the hiologist He is the Life. To the student, He is the Truth. To

the carpenter, He is the Door. To the baker, He is the Bread of Life.

To the farmer, He is the Sower of Seed. To the architect, He is the Chief
Cornerstone. To the builder, He is the Sure Foundation. To the jeweler,
He is the Pearl of Great Price. To the geologist, He is the Rock of Ages.

To the florist, He is the Rose of Sharoh. To the preacher, He is the Word of
God. To the lawyer, He is the Counselor and the Advocate. To the sinner,
He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. To the

Heavenly Father, He iz the only
__________________________________________________________________ SON OF GOD.

Bibles/ Concordance for ez
pencils/ paper
Photocopies of "TWhat's Ahk

(1) T\vike the names oj'allg

INTERACTION distribulte them to the g?’oii

(2) Huve the kids write positive adjectives describing the person whose name
& they have on their piece of puper.

(3) Collect the name/ adjectives papers.



Whin's whiot
Continued

{(4) Read the adjectives to the class and see if they can identify the person who is
being described.

(5) Allow tHme for discussion:
» Was it hard to think of adjectives to describe your person?
(did it depend on how well they knew the person?)

» Ifyou were going to write 2 description of Jesus, would it be easy or
difficult? What are some of the numes or adje ctives that you would
use to describe Him ? How well do you reully know Jesus?

(6) White the responses on a chalkboard, whitchoard vy vverhead transparency
and refer to the words given by the kids throughout the instruction time. Affirm
their responses and enconrage them to continue thinking about other positive
ways to describe Jesus as the lesson progresses,

Many people question who the true Messiah is, If we look at biblical teaching, the
first promise of Christis tv Adam and Eovec richt after their first act of disvbedience
lo God. In Genesis 3:15, God speaks divectly lo salan and slales thal He will “pul
enmily belween salan’s seed and her Seed; He (Jesus) will cvuush your (salan's)
head, you shall strike his heel.” (NIV) This statement is a prophecy of the conflict
(enmity) thal would exist belween satan and Jesus Christ With Jesus being the
[fimal Victor. The woman is mentioned because she will have a part in undoing the

effects of this Fall of mankind.

God chose Mary, a young woman who had never been married, lo give birth

to His Son. Marywas engaged to be married to a man named Joseph wlten the
angel of the Lovd appeared to her and told her she would become pregnant. This
was g miracle of God beepuse Mary was sexually pure. The prophet Isaiah ac-
curately predicts that "she will give birth to a Son and will call Him Imtmanuel”
which means God with us.

den E TR SIEL - G ETUE fuke 1:3037

Mary gave birth to Jesus and with His earfhly father, Joseph, raised Him in a godly
home. The nume Jesus wmeuans Savior. " He will suve His people from their sins.”
(Matthew 1:21b) In Mutthew 1:23 the angel reminds Mary of the prophecy from
Isuiah.
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Even though Jesus is God's Son, He grew up in a physical body just as we do.
He was a baby. He grew to be a young boy. He was a leenager. He became a
man. He lived during times of greal discrimination, political corrupbion, and
poverty.  Throughout His life the Bible tells us He learned wmuch aboul life
i and God through the divinely inspired writings we now call the Old Testa-
Y ment. Jesus temorized enbive books of the Bible just like every boy growing

up in a Jewish family. We know from the history recorded in the Bible that

Jesus wenl to church and purticipated in the activily of the church throughoul
i His life. (Luke 2:48,49) Jesus did notonly read and mewmorize these bruths, He
) believed them and lived thein. Jesus did not just attend services, He did what
e Godwanled Him to and as a young man (uge 12) surprised the religious leaders
with how well He understood God's Word.

T ¥ & @ K

Take time for the kids to identify with Jesus as a child and a young man
growing up as they do now. To help them do this, pholocopy the handout
called "What's Alike, What's Not?” You miight have the kids work in groups
ot pairs o read the brief descriptions of what life was like for the boy Jesus.
Then, hove themn compare and conlrast his earthly life to their own by jothing
doten ua few thoughts in the emply boxes. Encourage the groups or pairs of
kids to talk uboutways that Jesus wmight face life at their school, home and
church.

After sufficient time is given for groups or pairs o share togelther, have the
kids focus on the thought, Tn what ways can you become more like Jesis?"
After a few kids shave their thoughts, move on through the rest of the
Instruction Time.

w5 R O % A ?v’iattha‘:w 4:%3

L When Jesus be gan His earthly ministry, He laught the people aboul the love
M ofGod. He taught! them by showng the love of God. They found out that
Jesus was love ilself. He made sure they knew how much He cared about
thetr sickness, their heartache and thetr failures. Jesus healed them all by

have o listen ko whal
?%151'1* whole heart Jesus
ies. No “half~way”
srd means Master. The y
éThis is the sarme mes-

g else orno one else is to be firstin our lives.

Jesus wants to minisler [o ourneeds. We find God's best for our lives when
we maoke Jesus Christ Lovd omd Master. (Matthetw 6:24) In fuct, when we
serve God with ourwhole heart, He is able to bless us with healing for all our
pain, encourdagement for our heartache and u second chance when we fail.
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MNOTES 10 GOD

PRAYER OF
DEDICATION

Whenewver He had the chance, Jesus asked g
belicved what He taught. Once He asked
tions: 'Who do the people say that I am ?"
"fohn the Baplisi, Elijah, Jeremiah or one of

le really
tese qucs-
st answer,

Then, Jesus asked an even harder guestion.

and asked, "Butwho do you say thatI am ?"
even him because it waswvokban answer he ca
fold Pefer that his answer had been given to
was o be the basis for the church as we kno

What was the answey Peter gave to Jesus'h
read Matthew 16:16 aloud and explain in th
Peter's answer.

Encourage the kids to verbally express than
mote personal the expression, the better. So tetseloes
verbally. Others may limit their expression

this, purchase a package of thank you cards ply
store. Ask the kids to wrile their own thunk heuart
of thanks. If some of the kids are willing, ul e read
alond.

Itis much eusier to keep the kids praying th eMCoLT-
dge them to pray in their own words. As th vith the
Bible und memorizing und vepeating script that they
priay Bible verses, too. As a conclusion for f, cite tis
verse together as a prayey of dedication of t

Psglm 116:1,2 "I love the Lord, for he heard rmy; mercy.

Becauise he turned His eav to me, T will call on H:



1 a one story house m.
brick. Stairs on the

and Joseph and his }ounﬂfe_ g
hets and half-sisters. ]Daeph :
sus the trade of carpentry .
“his home life. Mary and
ised a godly tamily who loved
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On the 5abbath (Saturday), Jesus and _
His family went to Synagogue to read ';*55:'
thc Old Tcstctmcnt ctnd pchV The

mised:their bchct:. 10 get dlong with
the Roman government. The Phari-
sees fabout 6,000 men) pressured
the people to live perfect lives even
th@ugh their own hearts were corrupt.

Sehoo

DuringJesus' time all Jewish hoys

began school in their synagogue at age

s1X.5Girls were not educated outside

ment, and were taught math

and the religious customs of their

ancestors. When Jesus was twelve

years old he became a 'son of the law'
§ which meant he was old enough to be

= .rasponmblP 101 hlS own stlOllS

of wheat life
weis like for
Jesus as He

grew up.

Then,

summeirize

your home, [ ;57, ﬁ,
church and %’//Z?
school life

in the

empty boxes.

Disctiss how
your life is
like Jesus’
life? In
what ways

can you

become more

" like Jesus?
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LESSON AIM To recognize pur relationship with Jesus as members of His body.
To understand that obedience requires the empowering of the Holy Spirit.
To follow Jesus' example of selfless service to others.

KEY VERSE "the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, snd to give His life as a
ransom for many. " Mark 1045 NKJ

""" L

A _Jverything Jesus Christ did was in the interest of others, either man-
kind or His heavenly Father. Though he possessed all power in heaven and
in earth and He is able to perform the greatest of miracles, Jesus never
—eXercised that power for Himself. Every miracle He

Seraps of paper wilh body paris writlen on them (group inlevaciion)
Photocopies of the You Are There Cartoon Strip
Brightly colored 3x5 cards

As the kids arvive give everyone g scrap of paper with a human body part
wrillen on il, for inslance, arm, fool, elbow, leg, belly bullon. Tell them lo
keep their part a secvel for now. As you make your strips don't use the head
orany body parts from the head. Sound strunge? It will soon make sense.
Anticipate the mumber kids you expect and try to have enowugh slips to make
at least two complete bodies when the kids finish this activity., Complete bod-
ies, that is, except for the head. Be suve not to use any body parts on the head!
But don't tell e kids they ave missing teir heads. This is partof the fun.

When you say, "go," the kids try to form complete bodies as guickly as they
can by getting into groups. The body that gets together first is the winner, A
complete body, of course, has only hwo arms, one belly button ... you gel the
iden. It shouldn't lake very lowng for the kids to figure oul thal their bodies

by Wayne Rice,copyright, 1987 F%tme lost their heuds. Before they panic, you can tell them that in the Body of
by Youth Specialties, Tnc., Christ, Jesus is the head and we are the parts of His body.

page 181 When you are finished with this actioity, be sure to reward the winning tean,

-~ adapled from
Turgioy Hielh Aindstry,
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You Are There
Cartoon Strip

TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

Jesus Needed the Holy Spirit Acs 10:38
Sometimes Jesus is called the Messiah, which also means Anomted One. In the
O1d Testament, it wus the priests und kings who weve anointed with oil by a
prophetbefore they starte d theivr work. Jesus was anointed, not with o1l, but
with the Holy Spivit. He did not accomplish one miracle or teach one parable
without the fullness of the Holy Spirit. The great love, power, and the many
miracles of Jesus ministry occurred because of the baptism with the Holy Spirit
in His life (review Mark 1:11). When He returned to heaven after His resurrec-
tion, Jesus told us that He would send the Holy Spivit to give us this same life
changing power (Acts 1:8 and John 14:12). We can be baptized with the Holy
Spirit and be effective ministers in Jesus' Name.

Jesus Obeyed God. jonn 6:33

Jesus was not selfish. He always obeyed the will of His heavenly Father.
Gud'swillwas always to encourage, strengthen, heal and help thuse inneed. Jesus
wanted tv vbey His heavenly Father. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus
was able to do just what God said all the time.

Imagine what it would be hke to live during the time of Jesus’ earthly manistry.
Think aboul whal the people must have hought as they walched lhese miracles
happen. Pul yourselfin their place. You ave lraveling with Jesus from lown lo
town. He is helping people everywhere He goes. You listen as He teaches the
people how to live. You walch as He heals people of incurable diseases. You,
too, arve amaczed abwhat He can do.

Which story from the life of Jesus would you most like to have seen firsthand?
Distribute the You Are There Cartoon Strip (inaster provided). Have the kids
draw the story they have chosen and include themselves in the picture. Encour-
age them lo find the story in their Bible and as they draw, inchide interesting
detail from the scripural account. Then, have the kids share their comic strip
with either the entive group or with one other person.

- Jesus is Our Example John 13:15

Jesusis a good example forus today. He loved and respected Nary and Joseph,
He went to school and loved to shudy. Jesus went to the lemple, worshipped
God and prayed so He grew spiritually. He also grew socially because He loved
people and knew how to get along with them. The Bible says, "Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:52)

Jesus was always trying to help or serve somebody. He loved everyone. He
loved us so much that He was willing to die on a cross so that we could have
forgiveness of sin. This is the grealest of all mivacles. Jesus is our example of
how we can serve God, too. As ayoung boy Jesus served God, His heavenly
Father. Asa grown man He continued lo minister and sevve God by loving
and helping all people. You can sevve God now and for the vestof your life.



On a chalkboard, ov overhead lransparency list the responses lo this gueston:
TAKING HOME How Can We Follow Jesus' Example of Selfless Service to Others?
THE TRUTH We are called to follow Jesus'example in our lives. If we haven't experienced

Jesus Christ in our lives ov are not living close to Him, we will find it difficult to
know what is true about Jesus? The favther we are from Jesus the euasier it is for
spirttual lies to distractus from God's truth. This activity is designed fo help the
kids stay focused on God's truth and as u result stay closer fo Jesus Christ.

(continued)

Give the kiuds brightly coloved 3x5 cards found in office supply stores. Or, you

can use constrizction paper strips about the same size. Using the following scrip-
tures, have the kids make mini-posters to hang on theiv walls at home. Tell them
; heapontsofvach:serintureon Yoremivhtproeid

Remember
Who jesus is

BEPATRIE

howuse. These mini-posters will be o constant reminder of our life in Jesus and
how we should conhnue o love and sevoe Hom.



-GLLOWERS
FOOTSTEPS
T-SHIRTS
idea frow Bivle Story Crafls and
Frujects Clalidven Loze

by Group Publishing, Capyrehe
pEED

FOLLOW MY
LEAD BANNER

Help the kids make a public stand for Jesus by creating the banner or
T-shirts described heve. The projects can involve some time so you might
want to devole an entive group session to the task.

Collect: Plain white T-shirts (which might be provided by the church

or have the kids bring in a T-shirt from howme), scissors, cardboard, paint
brushes, markers, nmme tags, masking tape, clothespins, liguid fabric
paint, a chaty, pie lins, newspaper, i large basin of warm soapy witer and
paper towels.

Be fore this activity, cul cardboard rectangles Hiat will fit inside the
T-shirts and prevent paint from soaking through. The cardboard will
also give a solid surface for applying paint. Cover an aven of the floor
with newspaper. Setup a washing areq nearby with paper bowels and 1
basin of warm soapy water. If weather pernits, do tis activity oulside
on the grass, then hose off the students' feel for easy cleanup. Poura thin
layer of liguid fabric paint into each pie tin,

Distribute plain white T-shirts und have students print their names on the
tugs ot on pieces of musking tupe to temporarily stick to the shirts. Show
the kids how to gather the buck of the shirts so the front is pulled tight
against the cavdboard insert, then use the clothespins to hold the shirts
this way. Have the kids vemove theiy shoes and socks. The kids will tuke
turns sitting in the chaiv with their T-shivt in front of them, und cavefully
dipping their feet into the paint, They will step firmly on their T-shirts to
mauake footprints. (For older ages, alloto move freedom in painting).

As the kids finish, move the T-shirts aside and have them wipe their feet
with paper towels and step into the basin of soapy water, and dry their
feet with some additional paper towels. Option: The kids may want to
add something like 'T Follow Jesus" or Follow Me"with puffy paint.

OR =

Have the kids make a large banner which says...

"Follow My Lead. John 13:15"
woand then decorate the banner by walking across it with paint covered
bare feet. The banner can be displayed in the classroom as a visual re-
minder that we are to follow Jesus' example.



“Cuayy pue

. Y, ﬁf

.

.Tmcmaam.r_ ”_m:.._>> mc_>>0r_m LUaolled e >>m.._D .mw_um:rc m__l_ ¢D 2U0 _DN__.__._._Dtmn_ msmmﬁ. N._Nr_\S \»._Dum m_ﬁ_m e “_D N_TT_E mr_”_ Ul ur_mt “__mm._30> ”_3&

a_‘_uw :OO“_.._mU N._&—._._- 0._< _._O>

. :h.

nsof sy

/




LESSON AIM To know that disobedience is sin.

To know that all have sinned, but can be forgiven.
To know that God wants to have a relationship with us.

KEy VERSE “Tfwe confess our sin, He is faithful and just o forgice us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighleousness.” { John 1:9)

ITEMS NEEDED  Bibles/pencils/ paper glue
Newspaper ads, magazines butcher paper for mural

orcalalogs (see below)

GROUP Provide inagazines or catalogs that would contain pictures of itewns the
stuudents would want to huve (Le. gutomobiles, clothes, electronics, etc.)

|NTERACT|ON Working in team s, have thewm cut out and paste on the mural the items
S 3 L they would want to have,

. I
How fdfwould you go?

Ask thewm how they would go aboul oblaining these items. Would they
want them bad enough to tuke them from someone else ? Would they kill
to get them ? Would they choose the items if it meant giving tup a friend?
Would they choose to get these items at the risk of choosing them vver a
relationship with God? Does God want to give us whalt we need?

e

e

Ve 've heard the story of Adum and Eve and their disobedience to God.
(Ask the kids to share from memory what they know about the incident.)

DECLARATION o)

s UF present world does not reflect the kingdom order God
O F FAITH originally intended for man’s enjoyment on earth. The perfect will
T'lke”,ﬁ.o.m’ . . of God is not manifest in the presence of death, disease, discord,
The Syirit-Filled Lite Bible, _ . . . .
pgs. 6, 10, ; and disaster any more than it is manifest ih human sin. Through
disobedience to the terms of his rule, man “falls,” thus experiencing
the loss of his "dominion” (Gen. 3:22, 23). Everything comes under
a curse as man’s relationship with God is severed (vv. 19, 22).




ALTERNATE
ACTIVITY

Tempiation Confely

Have the kids lear paper info small pieces, bul large enough to write

a few words. On each piece, have thewn complele this sentence: "I am
tempted when .. " Now have them toss these pieces into the air. Huve
each peyson pick up a picce of papey and read it alond. Allow the rest
of the group to participate in coming up with selutions to vvercome the

femplation.

What Was It Like In Eden?

God had given Adam and Eve EVERYTHING THEY NEEDED. The
Garden of Eden was the PERFECT place to live. Itwas a beautiful
and peaceful place to live. They didn’t have to be afraid of anything.
They had plenty of good food to eat and they lived in harmony with
the animals. Itwas a safe environment. God wounld toke a walk will
Adam and Eve every afternoon. Can we even begin to understand
what they had? God gave them only one rule:

Do nnl eat from the tree of the banowladye of goad and svil.

Ch@mag ’4'3? /ﬁ’u‘:ﬁam :‘:’SE"E&% EV@

Adam and Em; chose fo disobey what God had suid. Satun showed up
it the form of a serpent and tempted Eve. He told her that if she ate

of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, she wounld be as wisc as
God. Besides, God wouldn’t really let her die. Eve listened to salan.
She wasn’t forced to do what he said; she chose lo eat from the tree.
Adam stood there silent, watching ull that happened. Yet he did not
attempt to stop her, nor did he encourage hey to obey God’s commund.
Instead, Adam listene.d to Eve’s suggestion and ate from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. Agam, no one made Adam do this; he
chose to disobey.

Help the kids mentally place themselves in the Garden of Eden by a
brief discussion using the following questions.

» Did satan force Adam and Eve to sin?

n Did Eve brust God? Did she believe what God had told her?

s Did Adawm trust God? Did he believe whuat God had told him?
w Did God do anything to make Adam and Eve nof trust Him ?
aAve our actions based on whatwe belicoe?

s Why didn’t God inlervene and stop Adam and Eve?

s Why didn’t God destroy satun?



The Result of Their Disobedience

alize d their sin, notice thetr reaction:
{zenesis 3:8)
someone else. (Genesis 3:12,13)

as eviction from the Garden of Eden and a
in. Their decision led to imme diate separi-
his discussion be suve to keep the group focused
the decision of Adant and Eve and the choices
ke every day al school, at home and with their
can personally identify with the struggles and
if Adam and Eve, the more likely they will be 1o
sgson to theiv own hives,

od has 2 plan

nd Eve and wanted a relationship with

ise lo thewm --what was it? {Genesis 3:15) He
for Adamt and Eve, and promised the fulure
1e kids to answer the following questions to

ise 1s fulfilled in our lives toduzy

Do we always choose the way God planned for s chiooging for
etemltu) ar do we choose for the moment?
S DBowe belicve what olther people tellus, cven if we
Lmd in the process?
. Does God still wanta relationship with us even thi gh we have
dtsobeysd Him?
D What does John 3:16 tell us? (Have the kids mpeaxt the verse
subgtatutmg their name in place of the word “world 7}
iWWhat canwe do if we make wrong choices? (See T John 1:9)

isubey

1at He gave us His only Son. He wants bo
us. We become more complete when we
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Pass vut photocopies of the Obed
struct the kids to keep track of th
week. Have thewn jot down how
what the results were, It might b
ng the week to each of the kids o
i encourage them as they practi

pided). In-

e Juring the

hallenge und

10ne cull dur-

ing. Be sure

oriute®
in the order
lid be to

Lsing the principles in the gam
write enowgh blank spuces fore
listed. Use the scripiure veferer
break the group inlo even leam

Eden “pleasanin
Temptuation “a trail des
Deceived “no longer
Disvbedience “rejecting (

Separated “broken felki
Reconcilintion “veslore ve
Confession “to declare g
Jesus “lehowvah is}
Salvation “tu rescue, i




obEdienc

We are given choices to make

everyday. In:this lesson we have learned that God will help us :::ke the right choices.

Sometimes We choose to obey God’s Word and pther times we don’t.

Whatis ynur resph’che temptations ¥

Take a few minules every day this week
io write down the oppotlunities you've
had that day to obey God. I a particular
scripture verse has helped you obey God,
write down the reference or the Words you
remembered which helped you to obey.

DAILY CHOICES

ITSEENED

e

CMETUMES L GRE 1108 FRSILY.

FHTEWT: WHS WERTA; LT

FAERLLY WANTED 0017

BUT M LEARMNG 0 DBEY 500; 50 NEXT TIME
WIEL:

Remember to...

Andto savy...

1 John 1:9
IT we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.




LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

To acknowledge that everyone is born with a sin nature,

To undersiand thal sin severed our relalionship with God and
condemned us lo eternal separation from God.

To realize we are saved by believing in what God hus done in Christ
Jesus,

“Tf you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe tn your heart thal
God has raised Humt from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

Bibles, pencils, paper, and if possible, doctor coats and hospital decor.
Art supplies for Investigation Activity {see page 2)

e helieve that while we weve yet sinners Christ died for us, the ]Ust for
the unjust; f}:eely, and lJ'_V divine appointment of the Father taleing the gitmer’s
plm:e, l)earing Lis sins, receiving his condemmnation, cl_ving Lis death, fu.uy
paying his penalty and signing with His life’s bload, the parclon of everyone
who should believe upon Him; that upon simplc faith and acoeptance of the

atonement purchased on Mount Ca]\rary, the vilest sinner may be cleansed of

: his inigquities and made whiter than the driven
3 SI1OW.

Name That Disease
Try Lo setup a hospilal atmosphere in your voom. Pick two o four shidents
to uct us doctors. (If possible, provide hospital dress). Also have students
volunteer to be patients. The instructor should act as the “Chief of Staff”
triying to train new doctors. Read the symptoms listed below. The “doctors”
mustanswer by trying to figure oubwhal is wrong with the person.



Name That Disease

fconitinged)

Romani
Biidid

R

AN

. Fungus that catses itchy, burning feet. (What is athlefe’s foot?)

Pamful, swollen joints. (What is arthritis?)

Red blotchy spots on skin, (IWhat are measles?)

Sore throat, swollen glands. (What is tonsillitis or mumps or strep throat ?)
' 1 ' 54151 t 15 emphysemar)

icken pox or

‘it is @ heart

g questions:

sign o scripture topic
e and paint, colored

redlive way.

iS50,

nd be saved,

tory of God.” This
t perfect. Because of
vith a s vahtive.

siping, killing, elc.
ng right with God.
hat can say "I am

e sin i ouy lives,
a disease and

a death that will
th if it is not tuken
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HOWEVER, because God has so much love forus, He made a way

to redeem us from our sin nature. “..but the gift of God 1s eternal life IN
Christ Jesus our Lord” Romans 6:23b. Redeem wmeans “to free us from or
release.” TWhen God crealed man, His purpose was fo have a close, loving
relationship with muan. The disobedience of Adum and Eve caused each
one of us to be born with a sin nature,

God wanls to have a close, lovimg rvelationship with you. Even though
Adam and Eve sinned and caused separation foreach one of us, God shll
made a4 way for s to escape eternal separation from Him. In fact, Genesis
3:15 states that the blessing of the Redeemer (Jesus) will come from a
woman, God made a way forus to defeat our sin nature. The death of
Jesus on the cross and His resurvection from death made if possible for
eacl one of us to have right relationship with God.

Our Besponsibility

Throughout the Bible God repeuls this prownise to deliver people from
their sin nature and to help them overcome their desire to sin. The
punishment of Hell happens when we realize that Jesus came to deliver s
from s, bulwe refuse o lel Him do so.

“For God so loved the world that He qooe His only begotlen Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlusting life” (John 3:16).

When you visit the doctor you do what he says to overcome the disease
(ease the dis-ease). God’s instructons to vecreome sin are;

CONFESS with yourmouth that Jesus is Lord. WWhen Jesus died on the
cross, He took the punishment for your sin. Only the Lord Jesus Christ
could take your sin upon Himself,

BELIEVE in your heart thal God raised Him frowm the dead. His
resurrection from the dead guarantees your etevnal life with Him. Only
Jesus had the power over physical and spiritual death.

Water Watch

Seta jar of clear water in front of the group. Ask kids what they can

see floating in it (nothing). Then ask them [o draw the kind of amoeba,
bacleria, dirl, and other iings they'd probably see if they looked at

the waler under a microscope. Or, if you have o wticroscope, achually
exumine the water. Discuss how some things (like our sin nature) cun be
invisible - but deshructive,

Pastor’s Perspective

Ask your Sewioy Pustor to share with the kids how he/ she came to the
Lord., Give him a copy of this lesson to preview and encourage him/ her
lo shave personally aboul whal il means lo live the Chrislian life.



LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

e oly!

To desire heaven as our future h

“I am making coerything new!... Write th
trustworthy and brue.” (Revelatio

Bibles / pencils / paper
A hat for the What's Happening in Hi

e believe that H
habitation of God; ahd that th
for His children; that unto this o
is God, the earnest believers w
of the Lamb and have overcom
be carried; that the Lord Jesu
without spot or wrinkle; and
ever behold His wonderful fac
comes no darkness nor light, n
wherein hosts of attending an

of our King, and bowing down
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INSTRUCTION
TIME

Form several feams. Have each team take the next ten mimules to create and
practice a short skit to show whatmight (ov might not) be huppening in hedven
right now. Then ask them to perform for the group. Ifpossible, lend a hat to the
personincach skitwho is playing God to help identify this person for the vther
kids. Whether the skifs ave funmy or serious, show appreciation foreveryone's
effort Then have kids susnmarize the ideas they just saw and some common
ideus that other people huve ubout heuven. Use some of these for reference:

Sm%léna sea peapletoating on clouds and plavino harps: o

SiJlélé'lf: see Godids a judde witho a:line of people waiting for His viérdict.

Sm;ﬁe see Godoas anold manwith-along white: beard and dozi@ﬁg ona throne:
Some see Godasa general divecting an anmy of anpels at War wrth dempns;
s0me see a prayer meeling. o

Some SEEA Party:

SF PN o de TTOTE

Heaven is spoken of as the Father’s house, the place where believers in Jesus
Christwill live someday soon. We shall not occupy separale castles in heao-
en; we shall dwell in rooms as members of one finnily in the Father’s house.
There will be close fellowship with one another und with God in our heav-
enly home. The hope of heaven serves as a powerful incentive to live victori-
ously, serve lovingly, and witness powerfully while in this present world.

B X X o o

- Heaven is a real place

Jesus will come in a visible manner, just as He visibly rose into heaven,
When He comes theve will be a real vesurrection of real bodies, followed by
a real raplure of living believers. At the vaplure the saints will be caught up
and taken to 4 real place. When we stund in God's presence in the coming
kingdom we shall do so in real bodies suited fo our new existence.

e 0 X X B

FHesven is a spacious place

There will be millions and millions of people from every nation, ethnic and
racial group in heaven! (Revelation 5:9) I saw the Holy Cily, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God. . .” (Revelution 21:2u).

This special city will be a huge cube: 1,500 miles long and wide and high!
“The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. . . and as wide and high
as it 1s Iong” (Revelation 21:16). We have a big God with a big hearl,
abigplan, a big message and a big leaven.
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Heaven is a safe place

“On no day will ils gales ever be shul, for theve will be no night there” (Reo-
elakion 21:25). Heaven is beyond the reach of ewil, death, sin o sickness.
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or moun-
ing or crying or puin, for the old order of things hus passed away” (Revelation
21:4). Heve on eavih neither our hives nor our possessions gre secure, Our
sucicty is constantly being disrupted by war, and vur national se curity

is threatened with tevrovism. Ourinsecurity drives us to the only safe
refuge: Jesus - now and forever!

o &5 % @ @

Heaven is 3 besutiful place

Inall ofus there is a longing for order and beauty. All our efforts to create
this, howewver, are disappointing, because sin damages our work. Even te
beauties of nuture are to some extent marred by decay, weathey and man's
blunders. But the Holy City is made of pure gold, und will shine with the
glory of God, “The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on i, for the
glory of God gives 1t light, and the Lamb is its lamp” (Rewvelation 21:23). The
foundations of the city walls ave decovated with every kind of precious
stone; the twelve gutes uve twelve pearls, each gate made of u single peuarl;
und the glovy and honor of the nations will be brought into it. “Nothing
impnire will ever enter if, nor will anyone who does what is shamefild or deceitful”
(Revelalion 21:27).

Kidsoften have a differentway of defining tevms which adults take for granted.
This activity is intended to put Bible words into current slung and wnuake the
concepts beller understood.

Appoint one of the kids fo be Professor Street. Professor Street is writing a
dictionary which defines words in common streel language. Ask all the other
kids to choose an average type of person they migh! find in their community
(ie., business man, housewife, construction worker; store clevk, street person,
pastor, bug lady, etc). Huve Professor Street assign euch word below to one
of these characters. Each kid should than define the word using words and
phrases cominon lo their chavacler.

The words in BOLD CAPITAL LETTERS ure the words to assign. The brief
definitions are for clurificution and will probubly be wused only by the leader.
Let the kids de fine the terms the wuy they best understund them.

GLORY - majesty, dignily, and excellency.

HOLY - pure, blumeless, opposite of evil.

HONOR - splendor, glory, adornment, magnificence, beauty.
ALMIGHTY - all powerful, no weakness.

WORSHIP - to how down, show respect, adore.



INVESTIGATION

One of the most fun and exciting activities of heaven will be entering into a
new level of praise and worslip of the Lord. Praise is going to be the
“language” of heaven. ['Ve see His throughout the book of Revelution.

There aie (5) five sayings oy songs listed in chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation
thal are sung by the four iving creatures, the lwenly-fourelders, the angels,
and every creature “in heaven and on the earth and undevr the earth and n
the sea” (4.8, 4:11; 5.9, 10, 5:12: 5:13).

Have the kids search Revelation 4 and 5 for these songs and study their con-
tent. Then have them wrile their vwn “song” of praise to God (like a poem
that doesn’tneed lo vhyme). Hink: Encourage the kids to incorporale parts
of the “Professor Street Dictionary” (complelted earlier in the lesson) inko
their songs. Have volunteers read theiy songs to the vest of the group.

2 T 5 3 @

. This world is not our permanent home

This world, as we know it, can never be ideal. Much has been done to give
society an appearance of culture and beauty, but in veality the behavior of
mankind shll follows the law of the ungle. The aim of the Gospel is not
that of creating heaven on earth, bul that of calling oul of the “world” o
redeemed peaple for the new heavens and the new eurth. The citizens of
God's country must always long for heaven as a traveley in a fur country
longs for his homeland,

oeexoiie Who will 9o to heaven?

. only those whose nmues are written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Revelation
21:27). The Book of Life contains the names of millions of people who huve
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior. Many try to earn thewr
way to heaven through good works: living a good life, being kind to their
families, going to church once in 2 while, and giving money lo the poor.
Although everyone should do these things, good works will never get us
into heaven.

i

We must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ in order to be saved. He is the
only way, the one enlrance inlo heaven. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth
and the life. No one comtes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). Those
whose nantes dre wrilten in the Lumb’s book of life are people who have
admitted that they are sinners in need of a Savior, repented of their sins
(turned away from them), and believed that Jesus died on the cross and
arvse from the dead for them.



OPTIONAL i What kinds of things und/ ov pevsons will be absentinheaven? The book
of Revelation, especially chapter 21, gives great insight, Write each of

ACTIVITY: the descriptions belvw on slips of paper, fold, and place in an empty
) contamer. Have the kids vead Revelalion 21:1-8, 22-27. Divide the class
Charades: into two teams and play charades.

What Wor's Be
in Heaver
No more tears or crying (21:4)
No mote death (21:4)

No more suffering or pain (21:4)

No ohe who is cowardly {21:8)
No ohe who is unbelieving (21:8)

% No one who is vile or abominable {21:8)
No murderers (21:8)

No ohe who is sexually immotal {21:8)

No sorcerers {those who deal in drugs) (21:8)

No idolaters {21:8)

No liars {21:8)

No more temple (a place tor gathering will not be needed){(21:22)
No sun (21:23)

No moon {21:23)

No night {21:25)

No closing of the city gates (1o prolecl ourselves) {21:25)

Nothing shameful or defiling (21:27)

No one who is deceitful {(21:27)



LESSON AIM To begin to understand what hell will be like for those who reject Christ.

KEy VERS E “But the cocwardly, the unbelieoing, the vile, the murdevers, the sexually mmoral, those
who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all Hars - thetr place shall be in the fievy lake
of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” (Revelation 21:8)

DECLARATION |
e believe that hell is a place of outer darkness and deepest sorrow, where |
OF FAITH !\ the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched; a place prepared for the |
: devil and his angels where there ghall be wesping and ghashing of teeth, a |
Place of grief and eternal regret on the part of them who have rejected the
mercy, love and tenderness of the crucified Savior, choosing death, rather |
than life; and that there into a lake that burns with fire and brimstone |
shall be cast the unbelieving, the abominable, the murderers, sorcerers,
7 idolaters, all liars, and they who have rejected and spurned the love and
sacrifice of a bleeding Redeemer, passing the cross to their doom, in spite

of every entreaty and warning of the Holy
pirit.

GROUP What sort of things would one take to the dump?

|NTERACT|ON What kind of creatures does rotten garbage atfract?

How could such a heulth hazard be veduced?

A Trip

il This activity, like this lesson, is not for the faint of heart {or stomach). As
L] 1<

you discuss the gueshons given abowve, take the kids on an unusual field brip
to the garbage cans or dumpslers used by your church or betler yef, a near-
by grocery store. The kids will act like they hule the smells and are grossed
out by the sight of old gavbuge. In rveuality, it will veally muke 2 pont, and
kids at this age are veally mto gross stuff! So, proceed with courage!
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Wiat's Hell?

Do a quick check of the smells and sights uf 2 common garbage bin. (Be
sure if you touch the garbage, to use gloves to avoid spreading germs.)
Now, enlarge this in the minds of the kids to an entive hillside covered
with the sights and smells of the garbage you are looking at. Add to
this, the smells of the garbage burning and you're getting close to what
Gehenna was like,

Originully, Gehenna referre d to u pluce, the valley of Hinnom, located just
outside of Jerusalem. Years befove Jesus was born, it was where human
sacrifices were offered to the heathen god Molech, By the time of Christ,
it had become the garbage dump of Jerusalem. The open garbage pile
attracted all sorts of bugs, maggols, worms, rats, and other vermin. To
help reduce the health hazard, the garbage wus set on fire all the time.
Fire, smoke, and aw ful smells weve always part of Gehenna. Jesus de-
scribed the horrors of hell as 2 garbage dump.

Eternal torment is not a pleasant subject for discussion. God has no
pleasure in the death of the wicked. Some people do not belizve that hell
really exists, but it is just as real as heaven. As a matter of fuct, Scripture
has three times as muvrh (o say aboul God’s justice, pudgment, wrath,
and punishment of sin as it says abowt the Iove and wmercy of God.

The kids probably will have many questions abotnt hell. If seems to be a
subject vf infense interest to young people. As always the best place to
find answers is in the Book itself. Have the kids take time to look in their
Bibles and answer a few basic guestions about hell. Use copies of the
Whut's Hell? handout (master provided) to be sure the kids ure with you
as you continue with this important lesson,

Some of the pomis lo emphasize as the kids are doing this investigation
are outlined heve.

1) God doesn’t send people to hell for being bud. People go to hell be-
cause they reject Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

2) God neverinlended for you lo go lo hell. Hell was crealed as a place
of punishment for the devil and his angels Matthew 25:41).

3) If you go fo hell, itwill be your own fault, not God’s. Because He
loves you, He has made a way of escape. “He wants everyone to turn from
st and no one to be lost” (2 Peter 3.9, CEV),



L
INSTRUCTION The Certainty of Hell
= o An endless hell for persistent unbelievers is a certainty. “If anyone’s name was
TIME nol found wrillen in [he book of life, he was thrown inlo the lake of fire” (Revela-

Hon 20:15). Every man has an appoinbment with God, the great Judge; an ap-
poinbtment that cannot be evaded. "It is appointed for men to die once, but after
this the fudgment” (Hebyews 9.27), All who are not redeemed through faith in
Christ have no other hope than that of being separvated from God eternally.
Ifwe choose to go our vwn way {the way of death) instead of chousing Jesus
{the way of life), we seal our own destinies. The vich man described in Luke
16 was in 2 hopeless state which could not be escaped novr mitigated. Hell
is final. “Whoeover puts his faith in the Son has etevnal life, but whoever vejects the
Son will not see that Life, for God’s wrath remains on him.” (John 3:36).

The word used most often for
dark, gloowmy underworid. It
out fire and brimstone, but sheol
oould enjoy living forever, In
much the same as sheol. Another
isobedient angels weve senl when
uword for hell in the New Testn-
is used, it comes from the mouth

f fire, “a final place of punish-
iight not all vefer lo precisely the
't heaven is the place to be!

o heaven. I want to go to hell.
Thal's where the booze will be
azy women willbe.” Oh, really?
0 hell us a place where people
led it a furnace of fire. Maybe
e said, “The worms there never die,
tis a pluce of everlasting pun-
5. It doesn’t sound much like o
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The purpose of hell

Hell was not oviginally planned for man, but if man chooses to follow the
cnemy of God, he must share his fate. If ciernal punishment seems unrea-
sonable, it seems so because some people ave incapable of comprehending
the aw fulness of sin or the holiness of God. Nothing of a defiling or rebel-
liowus nature can be permitted to enter into heaven, therefore, all unholy
and trattorous beings must be isolated forever wheve they can never
agam disrupt the harmony of heaven, Separation, or isolation, is the
principal purpose of hell. [t is a prison where Satan, the antichrist, his
angels, and all the wicked will be eternally shut off fromn God and heaven
in outer durkness, "But there shall by vio meuns enter [heaven] anything that
defiles, or cauises an abomination or a lie, but only those who are writien in the
Lamb’s Book of Life” (Revelation 21:27, NKJV).

Be certain to reassure the kids that when they have prayed for Jesus to
be thetr Lovd and Savior, He will save hem from the realily of hell. And
of course, allow Hme to pray with those kids who may never have been
ready before to pray to muke Jesus Lord of their lives. Be cureful not to
rely on the heaviness of the subject ov the fear factor too heavily as moti-
vation in this areq. Let the Holy Spivit bring the conviction necessary to
lead g young person to Christ,

Jesus told a story in Luke 16:19-31 about “Lazarus and the Rich Man.” In
it, you can find scoeral facts about what it is like in hell. (Schulars wonder
whether Jesus was saying that the events in the story really happened. But
the point is that Jesus include d these delails:)

* The vich man was gwake, He wasn’'t in some state of sleep. He was con-
scivizs of his torment.

» He was able to see. He looked up and saw Lazarus and Abvaham far off
from him (v. 23).

» He could speak. He begged Abvaham to have pity upon him, but it was
too late (v, 24).

» He was thirsty (v, 24).

» He was suffering tevribly n the fire (0o, 23, 24).

+ He could not escape. Abraham told him, “There is a deep gulf between us,
anid no one from either side can cross over” (v. 26).

» The rich man had memories. He could remember his family and even
asked Abraham to wain them about the aw fulness ofhell (v, 28). This may
be one of the worslaspecls ofhell The personwho rejecis Jesus will be able
to remember the chavces he oy she had to trust Christ, but decided not fo.




1 Got some questions about hell? The Bible is
J the best place to look for the answers. Get
4 your Bible out, look up the geriptures and

write down some of your thoughts about

hell.
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To know that our choices are important.
LESSON AIM o ne Jur et po

To understand that choires have ronsequences.
To learn how to make choices that please God.

KEY VERSE "Keep me far from every wrong, help me.. fo obey your laws, for [ huve chosen to do
right." Psalm 119:30 (The Living Bible)

Bibles/ pencils/ puper
ITEMS NEEDED Who am 17" photocopies

"My Choices"pholocopies

1) Divide your class into tiwo or move teams. Have each team make a list
of all of the choices they have made today. Answers will vury widely,

INTERACTION You may need to spark some ideas...the stuudents may not rvealize pust
FHony Many Choires? how muny choices they make in a day. Examples inchide:
-Will T getup?

-Will T he ina good mood ov a bad mood?

-Will T take a shower?

-Will Twash my hair?

-What should L wear: pants, skirt, shorts, socks, sweater, sweatshirt?
-Will I eat breakfast?

-What will I eat for break fast?

-Will T go fo chiirch?

-Will I bring my Bible to church?

2) Have the teams compare lists to see who could remember the most choices.
The teams will probably have several of the same ideas, but
different pevple will remember different kinds of choices. Variety is good.

3) Asa class, divide the decisions into fwo categuries: Important Choices and
Not So Important Choices. You may choose to write their responses

on g chalkboard orwhile board, The class may Jdisagrec as to which
decisions fil inlo which calegory.

& How did you make your decisions?
& Do you fhink our decisions are important to God?
% What makes one decision more imporkant than another?



Everyone makes bad choices someltimes.. Lel's see if you can identify some
Bible characters who made important choices - some good and some bad. Copy
and distribute the master provided called "Who Am 17" Have the kids form
|NVEST|GAT|ON as many team s as you would like and tell them ey have four minutes to see
Who am I Handout how many correct answers their lzam can come up with. To transition inlo the
instruction time, ask the kids how many Bible characters on the handout made
good choices, and how many wmade bad choices. Then, be gin sharing about
Daniel, a man of God who made good choices.

Daniel: Man of God Danicl 1:8

Danielwas kidnapped and taken to Babylon because he was a good guy. The
Bible says he was ¢ young man "in whowm there was no blemish, but good-look-
ing, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick to understand..”
(Daniel 1:4) Daniel was chosen to serve in the king's pulace. Part of his bruining
included eating certain foods fhat were against the Jewish law for Daniel. In-
stead of breaking God's luw, the Bible fells us that Daniel "purposed in his heurt”
not to defile himself by eating the king's food. Thuat wmeuns that Daniel muade a
CHOICE to serve and obey God rather than men,

% 9 & A

The king saw Daniel's wisdom und honesty. He was impressed with Daniel's
decision to obey God. God blessed Dawmiel for this decision: Daniel was trusted
and given power to vule the kingdom of Bubylown, second only to the king. He
was able to interpret dreams und God showed him visions of things to come.
Daniel put God first, even when it meant he might die. The king made a de-
cree that anyone who prayed to any god ov man other than the king would be
thrown into the lion's den. Because Daniel would not stop praying he was put
in the Hon's den, but God sent an angel to protect him and he was not harmed.
Just like Daniel, when you CHOOSE God's way, 1t may not always be easy, but
God will help you and bless you for your vbedience.

Overlooking the Obvious

Write the sentence below on a chalkboard, overhead transparency, or on
sheets of paper. Be sure to write it exactly as it appears in the box. Next
have everyone quickly count the F's in the sentence. Many people don't
notice all six F's (they overlook all the ofs),

FINISHED FILES ARE THE RESULT OF
YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED
WITH THE EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.

Sometimes what is obvious is exactly what we overlook. 1t tukes o Liklle
Bitofeffort to see things the way they veally are. Don't be fooled by
rushing through choices in your life. Take the hime to make good choices
with God and His Word. You will find that your life is 2 whole ot beller
when you do.




TAKING
HOME
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How to Choose God's Way Proverbs 3:6

Muking the right choices is like learning to walk., When you were u baby taking
your first steps you probably fell down a lot. You had to learn several skills
and develop cevtain muscles in ovdey to walk, Pretty soon it became natu-

ral. But even after you were walking and running like a pro, you still tripped
and fell down sometimes. In the same way, we have to LEARN to make good
choices. We are sinful (Romans 3:23), and we make wrong choices, but as we
learn more about God and the Bible, making the right choices becomes easier
and mote natural. Howewver, no one is perfect and everyone makes mistakes
sometimes,

To make good choices it is often helpful to seek godly counsel; in other words,
to ask adwvice from godly people. The Bible says, "Where there is no counsel,
the people fall; but in the multitude of counselors there is safety.” (Proverbs
11:14) Butone of the best ways to make the right decision is to KNOW God.
Prooverbs 3:0 tells us, "In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct
your paths." The Hebrew word for acknowledge is yada which means to know
by moeestigation, reflection, or firsthand experience.. divect intimate contact
with God. As you grow in your relationship with God, He will direct you in
making good choices that please Him.,

The Bible is a oaluable tool for helping you make good choices. Psalm 119:105
says thal God's Word is a "lamyp to my feet and a light lo my path." The Bible
can show us which way to go. When we are fuced with difficull choices it is
mmportant to have God's Word in our hearls. Encourage your kids lo memaorize
scriphure now so they will be veady lo face any challenge. Some good verses to
start with are.

Psalm 1 Avcks 1.8

Joshua 1.8 2 Chyonicles 7.14
Proverbs 3:5-6 Psalm 11911

Rowmans 3:23 Romans 8:28

Rowmans 12:1-2Ephtesians 6:10-11

Choices Have Consequences Deuteronomy 30:19-20
Every choice we make has its consequence, whether il is good or bad. God
gave us the freedom to choose His woy. Adam and Eve wade o bad choice to
disobey God and they suffered the ronsequences of having to leave the Garden
of Eden. Dunielmude @ good choive to sevve und obey God and enjoyed the
consequence: God's blessings.

God has put before us u choose-your-own adventure. Deuleronomy 30:19 suys,
“.Jhave set before you life and death, blessing and cursing, thevefore choose
life, thut both you und your descendunts may live.”



Use the clipart provided below as the heading for a choices poster.
Run off copies of a blank sheet of paper with the clipart as the head-
ing. The goalisto help your kids make better choices in their lives,
Hawve them find pictures and headline clippings from old magazines
and/ or newspapers which best describe the choices they make most
often. Have the kids glue or lape [he clippings on their posiers in any
arrangemenl. While the group compleles this aclivily discuss wilh
the kids why they make the choices they make. Keep the kids forused
on the idea that God wanls to be part of their choices regardless how
important or unimportant ey may seem o us.

-wvaluating

My Cholces

Encourage the kids to take the completed poster home and discuss the
issues of this lesson with their families.

Poster
Chipart

ALTERNATE CAN YOU READ THIS ALOUD?
ACTIMITY:

How Do You
See Things?

ONCE
INA
ALIFETIME

PARIS
. INTHE
THE SPRING

Bmﬁ
IN THE
THE H@é@ND

Kids often make choices according to the values they think they see in
their friends. Many decisions are based on immediate appearances, as in
the ilhustration above. Howewver, the choices we make in early life often
establish life-patterns, whether good or bad, Encourage your kids to learn
God's voice and obey it



Use the following c:Iues c:bou’r 1he|r ch0|ces to identify the Bible chc:rdc:ter

| LIVED IN EGYPT, IN THEIR PRISONS AND IN
THEIR PALACES, EVEN THROUGH THE HARD
TINES GOD WAS ALWAYS THERE TO HELP ME
OBEY HIM. HE GAVE ME DREANMS ABOUT THE
FUTURE. | HAVE ELEVEN BROTHERS, BUT | WAS
MY FATHER'S FAVORITE. WHO A2

Thave always done my best to put
God first, and He has truly blessed
me. Istll don'tknow how he chose
me fo be the mother of His Son!
God 15 so good. Who am I?

God asked me to go to that horrlble place!!
Can you believe it? ‘So 1 declded to take
matters into my own hands, but I'ended
up in the belly of a big fish! Boy did I
learn my lesson! Now I know to do it
God's way first! Who am I?

I WAS A JPY...1 JAW JOME GIANTS IN MY DAY!
BUT GOD WAJS JO AMAMZING! WE RAN UP AGAINST
A CITY JO BIG THEY COULD RACE CHARIOTS ON
TOP OF THEIR <ITY WALLS. GOD TOLD Us 10
MARCH AROUND THE CITY AND BLOW OUR
HORNJ, AND HE BROUGHT THE WALLF DOWN!
MY PEOPLE AND | DIDNT EVEN HAVE TO FIGHT!
WE OBEYED GOD AND HE FOUGHT OUR BATTLE
FOR W! WHO MM I?

Wow! God gave us such a beautiful place to live

and He walked and talked with us! But-why
did He have to tell us not to eat from that one
tree?. We didn't think it would hurt to try it just
once...but it did--a LOT! Now we have to deal
with pain and sorrow...Who are we?’

LE LLERE RILIAPPED LUITH LUR FRIEND DAIEL. BOTUE DECIDED THAT, I TITTER AT,
LJE LUDULD SEFNVE GUUT S0 DHET LB WERE TULD T LUURSHIP SUIHE LOLLEN S THTLE UF THE
U, AUEELY WEADCDLDNT. B0 F T TIEHET WE WLOULD BURIY THE BEST PHETIS--HE
LA VT ) T PLAICIES, HO UE 00T L HU{ T1 LJH0 HAE [IE?

God made me a promise, that I would be
the Tather of many nations-J didn'thave any
kids! But Heis God. and I trusted Him. Sure
enough. 1 had a son! Then God asked me
to sacrifice my son to Him! How could 1 Kill
my only son? But He is God! As 3T went fo
kill my son. God provided a ram, and let me
keep my son! Who am J°?

M{mey I always did like
it...in fact, | was the trea-
surer for the apoitles. But
| just couldn't resist when
they offered me the inoney
toturnJesus in. It seemed
soeasy! Alll had todc was
identify Him by Kissing
Him, but it was so hard.
| handed him over to be
illed! Whoam 2

Do it God's way!

© Trust me...] learned nw

: lesson! I lried to do it ny
way and ended up With disaster, There

were [rogs in my bed, it was totally dark,

our Water Was turned to blood, and ny

firstborn son died. Who am I?
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LESSON AIM To understand that the Lord’s Prayer is a guide to HOW we should pray.
To know that prayeris communication with our loving Heavenly Father.
To understand that prayer strengthens our relationship with God.

KEY VERSE “Awnd if we know that He heurs us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the peti-
tions that we have asked of Him.” I John 5:14

ITEMS NEEDED Blindfolds, Scripture cards for Investigation, paper, pencils

------- al

4_%_ t iz well that we understand the scriptural object, or purposes of prayer. :
DEC LARATION It iz important that we pray intelligently—that we know what we are doing :
when we come to God in prayer. It is also important that we are in complete |,

OF FAITH agreement with the revealed will of God in relations to prayer, as that will |

is made known in the Bible. We shall see that true prayer is very compre-
hensive. It reaches afar and touches virtually every phase of our being and
every aspect of our relations to God and to the world about us, The more we
:| know about God’s purposes for prayer, the greater will be our delight that

:| we are given this great and glorious privilege. We want to know these most
| important purposes of prayer and how they touch our personal spiritual

=#{ lives and our service for the

: Lord.

GROUP. . Divide the group nlo teams of two. One team member is blindfolded, one 1is
not. Using two teams at u time, place them across the voom from one another.
INTERACTION Tum the blmdfolded member around a couple of times, face them i the
Are We Listening? Tt wrong direction, The teammate must verbally divect the blindfolded player
' to him or her. The leammates cannot touch each other. To make it movre in-
feresting add one or two obstacles, especially when the following players get
Sfamilinr with the gume.

After the game 1s compleled, discuss some of the following questions:

» Was it hurd to follow yotr leammale’s diveclions? Why?

» Was it frustrating if the blindfolded person did not follow your directions?



» How did you feelwhen you accomplished your goal?

» [Vas it difficult to trust what your partner was telling you?

» How does God feel when we don’t follow His insbructions?

» Is it sometimes difficult to hear what God is saying to us when we pray?

» How can we hear Him when we pray?

In Matthew 6, Jesus had just finished His sevmon on the Mount of Olives.
The disciples approached Jesus and asked Him to teach them how to pray.
This request followed Jesus’ leaching on whal our alliludes should be, and
what our actions as His followers should be. Perhaps the disciples felt the
need to grow closer to their Hegvenly Father.

Praying, ot talking, to God shows relationship. Right uffer Jesus teaches the
disciples to pray, He follows this teaching with the example of a good father.
This example gives us the confidence of knowing we can depend vn God to
hear us and answer our prayers.

Few people doubt the timportance of prayer. Chrishians agree that il is essen-
tal to a skrong Christian life. Even non-Christian religious groups practice
prayer to other gods ov a form of meditation. Though people stress the im-
portance of daily prayer, they ignore the fact that it is g form of improving
their relationship with Gud. Most people associate prayer with asking for
something rather than strengthening their personal velationship with a loving
Heavenly Father. In strengthening any velationship, it is important to LISTEN
as well as talk,

In the Lovrd’s prayer Jesus outhines what we arve to bring before our Heavenly
Father. Itis not the wovding of this prayer thal is impovtant, it is the conlent
(Use the enclosed sample of the Lord’s Prayey and muake an ovethead or
poster to explain Jesus’ instruction about prayer.)

anent shows our
God loves us
d loves you?

We all haoe the n
close relabionship
and wanls to give

M soTHeOne
all-knowing,
aising God also
raise God, by

We enter His pre
lells you somelhi
all-caring. Itis go
helps convince us
not to let other th
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groups of 4-6 people. Assign one scripture to each group. Have the group

INVESTIGATION Write on sheels of paper the following scripfures. Break the class up into

Are There
Rides 1o
Prayer?

ook up the scripbure and explain whuat the scripbuve suys about prayer.

Psalm 5517 (morning, noon, night)

Malthew 5:44 (for those that despilefully use you)

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (without ceasing)

1 Timothy 2:8 {pray everywhere, lifting holy hands...)
Muithew 26:41 (dp not enter into femptation)

James 513 (if any is afflicted, ask of God)

James 5156 (confession, priayer to one another)

John 14:13,14 (if you ask anything in my name...)



TAKI NG HOME

For this uctivity, the kids will need ach
kid write a letter to God. It does no eed
to be honest. To protect the privacy apart
No one else will read the letier. Afl 1s
into a guiek time. Allow them time them
(Some students may nol cooperate, tthe

quiet time.)



Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Vour kingdom come.
Your will be done

OI EARTH AS 1T IS 1IN HEAVEN.

Give us this day our daily bread,
AND FORGIVE US OUR DEEBTS,
As we forgive our debtors.
And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever.

Matthew 6:9-13

Amen



LESSON AIM

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

GROUP
INTERACTION

Group interaction for this lesson
and Patriotic $nadcks {(pg. 3)

were both adapted from SNAP
SESSIONS: Holiday Specials and
Baredam Busters, ropyright, 19590
by David C. Cook Publishing, Ca.

¥4 nation of sin. Our God was not caught unawares. He foreknew

This holiday lesson combines a leaching time and activities usually
found ata Fun Night. The aim 1s to gel the kids tlanking about their
spiritunl independence us much as they do about fireworks and the
Feurth of July while having as much fun as a fuly 48 picnic.

A ball of lwoine or yarn

Five or six ears of raw corn with husks

Watermelon wedges (with seeds) for cvery kid

Prepare the kids ahead of time for the Patriotic Snacks (sec page 3)

%.__#sne of the most perplexing questions which comes to the human mind
is in relation to the presence ahd origin of sin. That all men are sinhners
cannot be denied. This is true of every race and tribe. Nor is it necessary
for man to learn to sin. The principle of sin is in his very nature from the
earliest days of his life. No child heeds to be told how to do wrong, but he
must constantly be taught to do that which is right.

Before the first sin was committed in the universe, before the sad plight
brought on by rebellious man, who had beeh made in the image of God, the
Lord planned and provided the way of escape from the snares and condem-

The kids will need to be in pairs for this activity. Each pair will have a
“wrapper” and a “wrappee.” The wrappee just needs to stand there.
The wrapper will take one end of u ball of twine or yarn and prepare to

wrup the wrappee.

Ask the entive group to answer this guestion: “What people (no
names), situations, feelings, und experiences can take away your free-
dom?” Each Hme someone gives an answer, the wrapper should wrap
the twine oy yarn around Hie wrappee once (butnol too hghtly). After
several suggestions, your wrappees will all be bound by the cord. Talk
ubout how the cord takes awuay His person’s freedom?



INVESTI GATION

INSTRUCTION

TIME

Freedom
Frosn Sin

Leave the wrappees tied up and ask one of the wrappers to reud
John 8:34-36. Then have the kids discuss their thoughts on whal it
means to be a slave to sin. Help direct their thoughts to the follow-
mg observations..

S 1s bondage and keeps us from domg whal we should.

Our personal will 1s involoed in breaking the hondage of sin.
Jesus paid the price for our sin; we do not need 1o be in bondage.
God’s Holy Spirit gives us the strength to break free of sin.

While the wrappees are tied up the leader can expand on the truth
of this lesson by going uround the room throwing cotion balls at
the wrappees and teasing them when theiy hands are too tied up to
catch them. Pointout that even though everyone knows the cot-
ton balls won’t hurt, when they are thrown al the wrappees face, il
causes a flinching reaction. (Be careful ot to take this too far, but
be sure everyone gets the point: e bondage of sin makes us weak
m defending ourseloes in life.)

Have another wrapper read John 1515, Help the kids see thal our
relationship with Jesus brings freedom from the bondage of sin.
As the group discusses the following observations tell the wrap-
pers to slowly unwrap the wrappees.

When sin ruled our lives we were helpless and hopeless.

Now that Jesus has set us free from sin, we ave His friends and
now have His help and the hope of a better life.

Jesus stays in touch with His Heavenly Father and fells us wha!
God wants us lo know.

We no longer have to be confused aboutlife or be kepta slave to
sin because Jesus teaches us how to Hiank and how o live.

Once the wrappees ave been totally “set free” conclude the dis-
cussion by talking about how good it feels to be free after you have
beeninbondage.



JUST FOR FUN

O Shackst

Aeasay Adesion

Patriotic S

Choose three or four kids to compete in the Oh Shucks! game.
Provide raw ears of corn from the produce section of your local
grocery store. When you say, “go,” the kids try to shuck the husks
of the corn with only their bare feel. No hands allowed! Whoever
shucks the bestin the allotied time is the winner. Reward the win-
ner with a bug of corn chips or popcorn.

Choose one of these watermelon activities for a mid-summer, out-
door, messy fun time!

Watermelon eating contest - give each kid their own wedge of wa-
termelon und veward the speediest eater.

Seed Spitting contest - have the kids save the seeds from their
wedge and go the distunce.

Rind Sculpture - the veal creative kids can take the left-over waler-
melon rinds and create a work of art lo impress Heir friends. (Be
sure to use cauhion tn providing utensils for Hus achivity. Spoons
would be as effective us knives yet safer.)

In adoance, ask a thivd of the group fe bring red food (cherries,
strawberrics, red M&M's ete), a third of the group to bring white
foods (cake, marshmallows, etc.), and the rest to bring blue food
(blueberries, juwbreakers, blue jello etc). Display the food in color-
coordinated sections and tell kids they can only have one of each
coloy at a time.



Some preparation might be needed.

This entire evening is geared for fun. It is a night in which the
regulars of the group could bring a friend from the neighborhood
or from school. It is an evening of acceptance, fellowship, and
celebration. Let the visitors see alternalive ways to have fun.

The early church grew as a result of the disciples going from

house to house breaking bread with GLADNESS. (Acts 2:46, 47)
Py

PICK-A-FLICK This will probably be the most difficult part of the evening.
Though the kids are already exposed to sexual innuendos, bad
language and violence, it would be vital to choose a film without
any of these elements. You do not want to choose a film that is
too childlike as you won't reach the unchurched. However, you
do not want to make it too secular, to exclude the protected kids.

Some suggestions: an old classic, an edited version of a popular
movie, some new flicks such as Babe, A Goofy Movie, Star Wars.

FOOD IDE AS Popcorn, soft drinks, bags of mini-candy bars, large submarine

sandwich, pizza.

ITEMS NEEDED  Small prizes, extra popcorn, empty pop cans, masking tape,
flashlight, film clips brought in from students, clothing to

represent silent film stars (optional)

GAMES & Film Clips
ACTIVITIES Have kids bring videotapes already cued to one of their favorite

parts of a movie. (Do some investigating, some kids might try to bring
Choose a few activities iy something questionable for shock fuctor.) When you have picked a
from this list. few clips, have the kids give a brief introduction to the clip and
after it has been shown, why they like this part. This is a good
way to learn something about the kids.




Popcorn contest (unbuttered, keep your maintenance people happy)
Break group into teams of two. Line up teams so that they face
one another and stand at least one foot from each other and give
each person a small amount of popcorn. Each team member
takes a turn being a thrower and a receiver. They must throw
the popcorn into the receiver’s mouth. The receivers cannot use
their hands. The team with the least amount of popcorn at their
feet wins.

Another popcorn game

Using the masking tape, mark one or two large squares on the
floor. (This would deperdd on your floor space.) Break each square
into four quadrants (similar to the game Foursquare”y). Divide
the groups so that there is a team assigned to each quadrant.
The objective of each team is to keep their quadrant free of
popcorn by blowing it into the other quadrants. No hands
inside the square.

Canned tower

Using emplty pop cans, give three or more kids an equal
. amount of cans and have them compete by stacking the
’ popcans. The person with the highest stack wins.

Silent Movies

Turn out the lights. Swing the beam of a flashlight quickly
across one spot on the wall. Have volunteers go up and
impersonate Charlie Chaplin or some other silent movie actor.
Another idea is to flash the lights off and on quickly, or buy a
strobe light at a novelty store.

\X/R APP' NG End the evening by passing out tlyers or a brochure explaining
whal your group is about; or have your pastor come and
|T U P introduce himself {no sermons). The greater the availabilit
24 Y

presented by the group, the greater the chances are the visitors
will return.



